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British India, or the territory under the control of the The ^ Governor-General-in-Council, is divided into eight large Provmces* Provinces and five lesser charges, each of which is termed a Local Government. The eight major Provinces are the old Presidencies of Madras and Bombay; the five Lieutenant-Governorships of Bengal, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, the Punjab, Burma, and Eastern Bengal and Assam; and the Chief Commissionership of the Central Provinces. The minor charges are the North-West Frontier Province, British Baluchistan, Coorg, Ajmer-Merwara, and the penal settlement of the Andaman Islands. The Provinces of Madras and Bombay comprise the territories which were originally attached to those Presidencies. Sind was added to the latter Province a short time after its conquest in 1843. The splitting up of the Presidency of Fort William into the Provinces of Agra (styled the North-Western Provinces) and Bengal, each under a Lieutenant-Governor, has already been mentioned. The Punjab, after its annexation, was first governed by a Board of administration and afterwards by a Chief Commissioner. After the Mutiny, Delhi and the neighbouring country was transferred to it from the North-Western Provinces, and it became a Lieutenant-Governorship in 1859. On the annexation of Oudh in 1836 a Chief Commissioner was placed at the head of the executive government, and in 1877 this charge was merged in the Lieutenant-Governorship of the North-Western Provinces. The latter name had become meaningless after the annexation of the Punjab, and the official title of this part of India has recently been changed to the * United Provmces of Agra and Oudh.' Burma was the next to be created a Lieutenant^Governorship* Arakan, Tenasserim, and Pegu were at first ruled by separate Commissioners under the immediate control of the Government of India. In 1862 they were amalgamated into the Province known as British Burma and placed under a Chief Commissioner. Upper Burma was added to the Chief Commissionership on jits conquest in 1886, and the whole Province was thence* forward styled Burma, and was raised to the status of a Lieutenant-Governorship in 1897, The Central Provmces were formed into a separate administration, under a Chief Commissioner, m 1861, by detaching theSaugor and Nerbudda territories from the North-Western Provinces and uniting them to the districts which b&d lapsed on the death of the Rftjft of N^gpur in 1854, Assam, on its annexation in 1826, was added to Bengal; in 1874 it was detached and placed under a